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ABSTRACT

Agro processing could be defined as set of techno-economic activities carried out for conservation and handling of agricultural
produce and to makeit usable asfood, feed, fibre, fuel or industrial raw material. The potential for agro-industrial devel opment
inthe developing countriesislargely linked to the rel ative abundance of agricultural raw materials and low-cost labour in most
of them. Despite their important contribution to overall and agricultural development, agro processing industriesin Indiais
till at infant stage. In the regard, an Agro processing centre (APC) located at Tumkur district was identified for the purpose
of the study. The study was conducted in Kuchangi village in Tumkur taluk of Tumkur district during 2015.SHG members of
Sri Lakshmidevi Sthree Shakthi Sangha in Kuchangi village were interviewed using a pre-tested schedule. The results
reveal ed that there is positive growth rate in savings of APC members, the highest growth rate was achieved in 2014 i.e., 155
per cent and the per capita savings of members also recorded an increase during the study period. From this, it can be
concluded that with a small initial investment, APC will not only provide additional and regular income to SHG but also
provide employment and women empowerment.
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