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Personal, socio-economic and psychological
characteristicsof farmwomen

Ml J. |. Shaikh, S. B. Shindeand M. C. Ahire

SUMMARY : The international development community has recognized that the agriculture is an
engine of growth and poverty reduction in countries where it is the main occupation of the poor. But
the agriculture sector in many devel oping countriesis underperforming, in part because women, who
represent acrucial resourcein agriculture and therural economy through their rolesasfarmers, labourers
and entrepreneurs, almost everywhere face more severe constraints than men in access to productive
resources. The analysis of personal, socio-economic and psychological characteristics of the women
reveal ed that mgjority of them were middle age, has primary education, were married, had agriculture as
major occupation, belonged to nuclear families of medium size, had medium experience in farming,
dairying, goat rearing and poultry management had medium social participation, medium information
seeking behaviour, small land hol ding, medium annual income and medium achievement motivation.
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