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Cyber extensonfor better nutritiona security: Some
developmentsand perspectives

B R. NAGARJUNA KUMAR, C.A. RAMA RAO, B.M K. RAJU, K. SREEDEVI
SHANKAR, G. NIRMALA, K. RAVI SHANKAR, K. SAMMI| REDDY AND B.
SAILAJA

SUMMARY : Indiaregistered remarkabl e economic growth during the first decade of this millennium.
Ironically, during this period, a vast section of population remained undernourished. The annual
economic losses associated with malnutrition have been estimated at 3 per cent of India’s gross
domestic product (GDP). Experience shown that increasing food production alone cannot address the
issue of malnutrition, unless there is a nutrition focus and the poorest have access to a source of
diversified and nutritious foods. Knowledge and information are important factors to ensure food and
nutrition security. The problem of malnutrition can be better addressed through ainnovative ICT led
extension systems. Rapid advancesin data acquisition and management, modeling, computation power,
and information technology provide the opportunity to harness this knowledge in new and powerful
ways to achieve more productive and sustainable agricultural systems. Examples of this technology
include mobile phones, social media, tablets, internet, email, global positioning systems (GPS) etc. In
this paper we employ the use cases and our collective experiences with agricultural systems and
Information and communication technology (ICT) to describe about data and knowledge products
need to improve food security and better nutrition.
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