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The families of children with intellectual disabilities are different from person to person
and family to family. The present study examined a total of 45 parents of children with
intellectual disabilities fifteen villages of nine taluks of five districts of northern
Karnataka as rural samples and 32 mentally challenged children enrolled from the
four special schools of Hubli and Dharwad city as urban samples for the study and
taken child related factors such as locality, age, gender and ordinal position of the
child. Family relationship inventory (FRI): Brunken and Crites 1964 were used for
the study. Results indicated that there is association between locality and the family
relationship of mentally challenged children. Rural children had high family relations
(33.8%) compared to urban children. When the gender is compared with the family
relationship highest percentage of girls was found in medium level of family
relationship. 5-12 age group children were having high family relationship as compared
with the 13-18 year age group children. When order of birth is taken first born children
among them high level of family relationship. Family intervention programmes need
to be focused on early building and strengthening the natural support systems for the
parents.
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