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To the Editor,

With a great deal of interest, we read the article entitled 
“Indocyanine green fluorescence imaging: an effective 
method to find inguinal sentinel lymph node in a case of vulvar 
carcinoma” by Wunster et al. (1). The authors present a case 
report of sentinel lymph node (SLN) identification in a patient 
with vulvar cancer using the combination of near-infrared 
range/indocyanine green (ICG) and technetium-99m (Tc-99m) 
techniques. The patient had stage Ia1 squamous verrucous 
cancer.
We would like to highlight a recently published study by 
Guijarro-Campillo et al. (2), comparing the ICG technique to 
the standard Tc-99m technique (dual-modality method). The 
study revealed an overall SLN detection rate of 85.3% for Tc-
99m and 82.7% for ICG. In addition, the sensitivity and positive 
predictive value for ICG compared to Tc-99m were 91.08% and 
94.8%, respectively. We congratulate the team of Wunster et 
al. (1) for presenting their video article. However, we would 
also like to draw attention to the fact that vulvar verrucous 
carcinoma is a rare variant of squamous cell cancer, with a 
controversial surgical approach.
In a recent literature review by Zhang et al. (3), the authors 
demonstrated that although preoperative imaging could 
suggest suspicious inguinal lymph node metastasis, the role 
of lymph node assessment is controversial. Specifically, this 
literature review found that inguinal lymph node metastasis 
rarely occurs and was not identified in any of the 50 verrucous 

cancer patients in the literature, regardless of the approach 
(systematic inguinal lymphadenectomy or SLN protocol).
Once again, we congratulate the authors for their innovative 
technique.

Dimitrios Bairaktaris1, Nikolaos Vrachnis2, Christos Iavazzo3

1Gynäkologie und Geburtshilfe, Kantonsspital Winterthur, 
Winterthur, Schweiz

2Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, National and 
Kapodistrian University of Athens Medical School, Attikon 
Hospital, Athens, Greece

3Department of Gynecologic Oncology, Metaxa Memorial 
Cancer Hospital, Piraeus, Greece

References

1. Wunster SV, Algeri P, Colonna L, Slompo MC, Bergamelli S, 
Imbruglia L, et al. Indocyanine green fluorescence imaging: an 
effective method to find inguinal sentinel lymph node in a case of 
vulvar carcinoma. J Turk Ger Gynecol Assoc 2023; 24: 291-2.

2. Guijarro-Campillo AR, Padilla-Iserte P, Couso B, Erasun D, Utrilla-
Layna J, Arencibia O, et al. Accuracy of ICG compared with 
technetium-99 m for sentinel lymph node biopsy in vulvar cancer. 
Eur J Obstet Gynecol Reprod Biol 2024; 294: 11-9.

3. Zhang W, Wang Y, Chen W, Du J, Xiang L, Ye S, et al. Verrucous 
Carcinoma of the Vulva: A Case Report and Literature Review. Am 
J Case Rep 2019; 20: 551-6.

Received: 05 February, 2024 Accepted: 22 March, 2024

Address for Correspondence: Dimitrios Bairaktaris
e.mail: mpairaktarisdim@gmail.com ORCID: orcid.org/0009-0000-2709-333X

DOI: 10.4274/jtgga.galenos.2024.2024-2-2

Is sentinel lymph node identification warranted as a 
routine approach for patients with vulvar verrucous 

cancer?

https://orcid.org/0009-0000-2709-333X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9067-5308
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2119-4599


Bairaktaris et al. 
Sentinel lymph node identification in vulvar verrucous cancer 113J Turk Ger Gynecol Assoc 2024; 25: 112-3

Author’s Response

Dear colleague,

Thanks for having shared the interesting review about 
verrucous vulvar cancer.
In spite off the rarity of groin lymph node metastasis in the 
verrucous variant of squamous cell carcinoma, we decided to 
conform to ESGO vulvar guidelines 2023 in the treatment of our 
patient.
ESGO guidelines don’t differ about hystological subtype for the 
surgical treatment and SLN procedure of the vulvar cancer.
ESGO guidelines also support, for SLN procedure, combination 
detection techniques as blue dye and Tc-99m nanocolloid, 
and promising association of ICG and isotope, like in our video 
article.
Yours sincerely,
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