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Abstract

Based on the death certificates and case
histories of demented patients who died
during the five years from 1989 at psychiatric
hospitals, we investigated the age of onset,
the initial symptomes, the duration of
disease, the period of hospitalization, the
manner and causes of death by classifying the
patients by disease entities and sex. A total
of 1,043 patients at 31 hospitals were studied;
572 with cerebrovascular dementia, 373 with
senile dementia of the Alzheimer type, 8 with
Pick’s disease, 25 with Alzheimer disease, and
65 other diseases. The average age at the
onset, was 78.4 for cerebrovascular dementia
(77.8 for men and 79.2 for women) and 79.0
for senile dementia of the Alzheimer type
(77.0 for ‘men and 80.0 for women). The
duration of disease and the period of
hospitalization were 4.4 and 2.0 years for
cerebrovascular type dementia and 5.0 and
2.2 years for Alzheimer type dementia. Out
of 1.041 subjects, one died of accidental
suffocation and the remaining 1,040 of diseases.
The deaths by cardiac insufficiency occurred
in the most number of patients with cerebro-
vascular dementia and senile dementia of the
Alzheimer type, followed by pneumonia and
respiratory insufficiency.



