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L FEATURES OF ETHNOTOPONYMS

OF TURKIC ORIGIN IN SOUTH AZERBAIJAN

The territory of South Azerbaijan is one of the areas where different tribes live and become
related. Research and descriptions show that most of the tribes and ethnic groups living in the area
were of Turkish origin and are still Turks. Their language, anthropological features and traditions
also give grounds to say so. The systematic, scientific study of ethnotoponyms of South Azerbaijan
is very important to show that the Turks in that area have always been a local ethnos-people and to
explain their role on the stage of history. Also, if you study any of the toponyms in the territory
of South Azerbaijan, you will witness that they are of approximately ethnonymic origin. This shows
that the study of ethnotoponyms there can lead to interesting scientific results. At the same time, we
are witnessing that almost all ethnotoponyms registered in the area have interesting habitat features,
which once again highlights the importance and significance of their study.

1t is interesting that almost all ethnotoponyms registered in the territory of South Azerbaijan have
an area. This is due to the migration of the ethnoses that naturally make them up, and from time
to time they grow, divide and settle. The linear analysis of the ethnotoponyms Bayat and Demirchi
also confirms the above. Demirchi oykonims were registered in Demirchi, Demirchi ruins in Ardabil
district, Lower and upper Demirchi, Demirchili villages, Miyandab and Khojadeh provinces. There
are many toponyms related to Demirchi ethnonym in the territory of Northern Azerbaijan, Karabakh,
Ganjabasar, Western Azerbaijan, Shirvan Marin. Special names such as “Demirchiler” in Gubadli,
Tartar district, “Garademirchi”, “Demirchidam”, “First and second demirchi”, “Beydemirchi” in
Barda, Gazakh, Kalbajar districts and etc. are associated with the Demirchi ethnonym.

Subsequent research on Azerbaijani toponymy and ethnonyms has shown that almost all
the names of “Damir¢i”, “demirli” and related lands are of ethnonymic origin. One of the facts
proving this is the area feature of the special name “Damirgi”. Thus, the fact that there are other
settlements in the villages “Domir¢i”, “Damirgilar”, “Damir¢idas”, “Temir¢i”, “Baytemir”, “Sorlu
Domirgi”, “Domirgili”, “Temiir¢o Zilgah1”, “Temiir¢ii Qurar” of Iran, Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan,
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Bashkortostan, Western Azerbaijan, Georgia and Dagestan and the fact
that the population is Turkish reinforces this fact.
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Introduction. Ethnonyms and ethnotoponyms
play an exceptional role in the study of each nation,
including the specific name system of that nation.
E. Murzayev writes that ethnoses and toponyms
formed on their basis are both ancient and, although
they have been assimilated, they still leave their traces
somewhere [17, p. 48—49].

In this sense, the systematic, scientific study
of ethnotoponyms of South Azerbaijan is very impor-
tant to show that the Turks in that area have always
been a local ethnos-people and to explain their role on
the stage of history. Also, if you study any of the top-
onyms in the territory of South Azerbaijan, you will
witness that they are of approximately ethnonymic
origin. This shows that the study of ethnotopo-
nyms there can lead to interesting scientific results.
At the same time, we are witnessing that almost all
ethnotoponyms registered in the area have interest-

ing habitat features, which once again highlights
the importance and significance of their study.

Discussion. There are countless toponyms of Tur-
kic origin in the territory of South Azerbaijan, which
are of ethnonymic origin, and there are some of them
that have interesting area features. One of them is
Bayat ethnotoponym. Bayat ethnotoponym differs
from other ethnotoponyms primarily in terms of area
quantity [18, p. 140-148].

V. I. Savina also substantiates their Turkic origin
by mentioning the names of ethnotoponyms such as
Bayar, Bayatlar, Bayatli, Bayatan, Giziltepe Bayat,
Bayatansukhta and etc. in connection with the eth-
notoponym Bayat in the territory of South Azerbai-
jan, in the regions of Zanjan, Leristan, Central Iran,
Azerbaijan.

Based on V. I. Savina, M. Keyhan informs that
Bayats are widespread in the Persian province

15



Bueni 3anucku THY imeni B. 1. Bepnancbkoro. Cepis: ®@inonoris. Conianbni komyHikauii

and settled from time to time. Bayat was the name
of one of the two tribes of the Gashgay tribe located
in the city of Shiraz and surrounding areas. It is also
possible to name the descendants of 150 families
Bayat Mastali and Bayat Shahverdili.

In his research, I. Chopin also emphasized that
the Bayats living in the regions around Shiraz were
of the leading tribes and showed that they were
of Turkish origin and mixed with other non-Turkic
Iranian-speaking tribes [27, p. 238].

Bayats, like other tribes and ethnic groups, play
an important role in the ethnogenesis of our people.
This tribe, like other ethnic groups, was not excluded
from the policy of resettlement and sometimes migra-
tion to the countries of the Middle and Near East,
especially in Azerbaijan from east to west, from
north to south and vice versa, went to Syria, Leba-
non, Iraq and other places. According to historical
sources, during Amir Teymur's march to the east,
most of the Bayats were returned to the territory
of South Azerbaijan, some were located in Khorasan,
and most were located between Hamadan and Tehran.
Even today, most of the Bayats in South Azerbaijan
live between Hamadan and Tehran.

O. Afandiyev notes that the Bayats played a special
role in the coming to power of the Safavids [2, p. 136;
10, p. 38; 14, p. 67; 21, p. 34].

Ethnotoponyms such as Ashagi Bayat, Yukhari
Bayat in the South Azerbaijan, Giziltepe Bayat in
Zanjan, Bayats in Urmia, Bayatli in Bayana, Bayats
in Miyana, Atesh Bayat in Makuda and etc. are
the remains of Bayats.

Sources indicate that one of the gates of Derbent
was named Bayat Gate [24, p. 48; 25, p. 31].

Well-known Turkmen onomatologist S. Atani-
yazov argues that bayat in Turkish means “rich”
and “noble” and that they live in Afghanistan, Uzbek-
istan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Azerbaijan, Iran,
Turkey, Iraq and Syria considering the Bayat tribe to
be one of the largest tribal associations of medieval
Oghuz Turkmens [26, p. 54].

T. Ahmadov, E. Ahmadov, A. Bayramov,
T. Shukurova and others, speaking about Bayat eth-
nonym and ethnotoponyms formed on its basis, note
that it is of Turkish origin and was moved to the ter-
ritory of Northern Azerbaijan from the south during
the Safavid period [3, p. 31; 4, p. 48; 6, p. 131].

H. Mirzayeva, I. Bayramova and N. Asgarov
also support the opinion that the ethnonym Bayat
and the place-names formed on its basis reflect the name
of the tribe, ethnos of the same name and from time to
time they merged with other Turkic-Oghuz and Kip-
chak tribes [5, p. 41; 9, p. 61; 20, p. 57].
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As a result of research, G. Geybullayev
and N. Asgarov determined that the Bayat tribe was
included in the ethnogenesis of the Azerbaijani Turks
in such a way that examples such as Bayati-Shiraz,
Bayati-Ajam, Bayati-Gachar, Bayati-Isfahan, Cho-
ban-Bayati will live forever in our folklore. The genre
of “Bayati” as a genre of folklore has been proved
to be associated with the name of the Bayat tribe.
There are many aspects related to the Bayat tribe in
the expressions “calling bayati” and “saying bayati”
[14, p. 86-87].

Speaking about theonyms and ethnonyms
in Turkish languages, 1. Jafarsoylu notes that
the ethnonym Bayat is of theonymic origin. In order
to prove that the ethnonym Bayat is of theonymic
origin, he believes that the ethnonym is related to
the beliefs of the ancient Turks, citing Y. Balasagunlu,
B. Ogel, F. Sumer, F. Rashidaddin and other sources
[21, p. 46-48].

I. Jafarsoylu’s general conclusion is that Bayat,
which, like many ethnonyms, is considered an ethno-
nym of Turkish origin, became a theonym in the most
ancient times, and then passed to the ethnonym,
and from there to the ethnotoponym. This reasoning
seems to us to be more correct and reasonable.

“Domir¢i” ethnotoponym. Demirchi is one
of the ethnotoponyms with an interesting and wide
range in the territory of South Azerbaijan. T. Ibra-
himov writes that one of the largest tribes among
the nomadic Shahsevanli tribes of Meshgin is
“Domir¢i” [22, p. 34]. Demirchi oykonims were reg-
istered in Demirchi, Demirchi ruins in Ardabil dis-
trict, Lower and upper Demirchi, Demirchili villages,
Miyandab and Khojadeh provinces. There are many
toponyms related to Demirchi ethnonym in the terri-
tory of Northern Azerbaijan, Karabakh, Ganjabasar,
Western Azerbaijan, Shirvan Marin. Special names
such as “Demirchiler” in Gubadli, Tartar district,
“Garademirchi”, “Demirchidam”, “First and second
demirchi”, “Beydemirchi” in Barda, Gazakh, Kalba-
jar districts and etc. are associated with the Demirchi
ethnonym.

A. Akhundov writes: “The toponyms of both
Demirchi and Demirchiler probably originated on
behalf of the Turkic-speaking Demirchi tribe. The
13th century historian Shahabaddin Nasri showed that
they were descendants of Genghis Khan”. According
to M. M. Khazani, who lived in the 19th century, they
came during the reign of Panahali khan Javanshir,
the first khan of the Karabakh khanate of Azerbaijan
[1, p. 42].

M. Valiyev, I. Bayramov, P. Musayev, F. Khaligov,
G. Mashadiyev, N. Asgarov and others also show that
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the toponym Demirchi and Demirchiler is an ethno-
toponym. However, S. Mollazadeh, speaking about
the toponyms of the Northern group of Azerbaijan,
explains the Oykonim of Demirchi registered in Gab-
ala region in the sense of “the place where the black-
smith is” [23, p. 75].

Conclusions. Subsequent research on Azerbaijani
toponymy and ethnonyms has shown that almost all
the names of “Damirgi”, “demirli” and related lands
are of ethnonymic origin. One of the facts proving
this is the area feature of the special name “Domirgi”.
Thus, the fact that there are other settlements in

the villages “Domir¢i”, “Domirgilor”, “Domirgidas”,
“Temirgi”, “Baytemir”, “Sorlu Damirgi”, “Domirgili”,
“Temiirga Zilgah1”, “Temiir¢li Qurar” of Iran, Syria,
Iraq, Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Bash-
kortostan, Western Azerbaijan, Georgia and Dagestan
and the fact that the population is Turkish reinforces
this fact. Examining the ethnotoponyms in the ter-
ritory of South Azerbaijan, we see that almost all
of them are of Turkish origin and have a wide dis-
tribution area. This was due to voluntary and forced
migration, including resettlement and migration pol-

icies.
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I'yaycrani 3amina. JOKAJIBHI OCOBJIUBOCTI ETHOTOIIOHIMIB
TIOPKCBKOT'O ITOXO/[)KEHHS B NIBIEHHOMY A3EPBAVI)KAHI
Tepumopis Iliedennozo Azepbaiiddcany — oOua 3 obaacmetl, O0e JHCUBYMb [ CMAOMb CHOPIOHEHUMU

pisHi naemena. Jlocniodicents nOKazyiomv, wo OLIbWICb NAeMeH MAd eMHIYHUX 2pYN, SKI MewKaiu 6 yil
Micyegocmi, GyIu Mypeybko2o NOXo0dcenHs, iXHi ocumeni ooci € mypkamu. Ixus mosa, anmpononoziumi
o0coonusoCcmi 1l Mpaouyii maxoxic 0aoms niocmasu O1s ybo2o 6UcHOBKy. Cucmemamuire HaAyKoge GUGUEHHS
emnomononimis Ilisdennoco Azepbaiioxcany € Oyce 8axcausum Ojisi Mmoo, wod noxazamu, wo mypku 8 yiil
Micyeeocmi 3a62cou OVIU MICYesUM emHOCOM, | NoSiCHUmu ixuio pois 6 icmopii. Kpim moeo, axuo eusuamu
0y0b-siKull i3 mononimie Ha mepumopii Ilisoennoco Azepbaiiodicany, mo MoNCHA ROOAYUMU, WO BOHU MAIOMb

npubIU3HO emHOHIMIUHe noxoddicenus. Lle ceiouums npo me, w0 OOCIIONCEHH eMHOMONOHIMIB 3A3HAYEHOT

Micyesocmi Modice npusecmu 00 YiKasux HAyKosux pe3yibmamis. Boonouac mu cnocmepieaemo, ujo matigice 6ci
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3apeecmpo8ani @ patioHi emHOMONOHIMU MArOMb YIKAGI 0cOONUBOCTI 3 027IA0Y HA CepedosUlye NPOICUBAHHS,
wWo Kompe NIOKPECAIOE BANCIUBICMb | BHAYEHHS IX BUBUEHHSL.

Llixaso, wo matidxce 6ci emHOmMonoHimu, 3apeecmposani na mepumopii Ilisdennozo Aszepbaiiddcany,
marome naowy. Lle nos’sizano 3 miepayieio emnocis, sKi NPUPOOHO HACENAIOMb IX, YAC 610 YACY BOHU POCHIYMb,
dinamucs ma ocioaroms. Jlinitinuil ananiz emuomononivie basm i [emipui maxooic niomeepodicye ckasate.
Hemipui ovikonimu 6yau 3apeecmposani 6 [Hemipui, pyinax [emipui 6 pasioni Apoabin, Huowcniu i Bepxniii
Hemipui, cenax [emipuini, Mianoab ma Xooxcade. Ha mepumopii Ilieniunozo Aszepbationcany, Kapabaxy,
Tenooicabacapy, 3axionozo Azepbaiioncany, Lllupeana Mapina € bacamo monouimie, no8 i3anux 3 emHOHIMOM
Hemipui. Cneyianvui nazeu, maxi sk «/emipuunepy y Iyoaoni (mamapcvkuii patiown), «lapademipuiy,
«emipuioam», «llepwa i opyea demipuiy, «betidemipuiy ¢ bapocvkomy, I azaxcoxomy, Kanbadscapcokomy
pationax mowjo, nog ’s13ami 3 emuoHimom Jlemipui.

Hooanvwi 0ocriodicenHss azepoatloNCanCbKoi MONOHIMIKU A emMHOHIMI8 NOKA3AU, WO Matiice 6CT HA368U
«Imupmipy, «emipniy ma cnopioneHux 3emenb Maroms emHOHIMIYHe noxoddcenHs. OOuum i3 paxmis, wo
niomeepoicye ye, € ocobaugicms obaacmi cneyianrbHo2o Haumernysanns « Damir¢iy. Takum uunom, mou gaxm,
wo 6 cenax «Damir¢iy, «Damirgilory, «Damirgidasy», « Temirgi», «Baytemiry, «luorlu Damirgiy, «Damir¢iliy,
«Temiir¢a Zilgahiy, « Temiirgii Qurary € inwi naceneni nynkmu Ipany, Cupii, Ipaky, Ageanicmany, Y3bexucmarny,
Typxmenicmany, Bawxopmocmany, 3axionozco Azepoauiocany, Ipy3ii ma [lacecmany, niomeepoicye paxm
NOCULEHHA MYPEYbKO20 HACETEHHA.

Knrouosi cnosa: emunomononinu, Ilieoennuii Azepbaiiosican, mypeybke ROX00HCeHH s, MONOHIMIs, [lemipui.
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