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Stating the problem. Gone are the days when
teachers of higher education institutions could use
and be guided by purely traditional approaches in
studying disciplines. Global challenges to human-
ity, such as Covid-19, and local problems, such as
the war in Ukraine, have made changes in the edu-
cation process. These changes affected all stages
of the educational process, from kindergarten to
higher educational institutions. although each stage
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THE USE OF BLENDED LEARNING IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE CLASSROOM
AT HIGHER EDUCATIONAL ESTABLISHMENT

BUKOPNCTAHHA 3SMILLAHOIO HABYAHHSA Nia YAC BUBYEHHA
IHOSEMHUX MOB Y BULLNUX HABYAJIbHNX 3AK/TAAAX

The article is devoted to the topic of blended
learning, which became a very popular and wide-
spread phenomenon in the Ukrainian education
system due to the war in Ukraine.

With the onset of covid-19, when many bans
appeared, it became impossible to adhere to tra-
ditional forms of teaching, which involve the pres-
ence of students and a teacher in the classroom,
live communication, lectures and seminars. The
world and the education system quickly found
their way and switched to a distance form of
education. Some teachers and students lacked
the technical knowledge to use E-learning sys-
tems to their full potential, but after a few months
this gap was closed. It seemed that the problem
was solved and it was possible to switch to new
forms of education and forget about the old ones.
But not everything looked so rosy. After numer-
ous forms of control, it became clear that the
level of assimilation of the subject leaves much
to be desired, the level of students’ knowledge
has deteriorated compared to more traditional
teaching systems. unfortunately, the situation in
Ukraine does not allow to return to classrooms
on a permanent basis, so a dilemma arises:
should we risk the lives of students and teachers
and study in classrooms or ignore the increas-
ingly deteriorating level of knowledge and con-
tinue to give preference to distance education? In
the light of the above-mentioned question, it will
be reasonable to turn to compromise education
systems that allow bringing the traditionality of
communication and discussion of problems that
are inherent in traditional forms, at the same time
leaving room for newer remote, and hence safer,
education systems.

The article examines and analyses different
definitions of the concept of “blended learning”,
which were put forward by different authors at
different times. The structure of blended learning
is analysed, the advantages and disadvantages
of each form are analysed, for which stages of
the education system it is best suited, a consid-
eration of the main features of blended learning
is proposed, as well as a list of digital resources
necessary for conducting lessons on this type of
learning.

Key words: blended learning, distance educa-
tion, e-learning, rotation model, flexible model.

Cmamms  npucssyeHa memi  3MiluaHo2o
Hag4aHHsl, sike Ccmasio Oyxe MoMy/ssPHUM
i pO3roBCHOOXEHUM  siBUleM B8 cucmemi
yKpaiHcbKoi ocsimu 3aBosiku BiliHI 8 YKpaiHi.
InobasibHi BUKAUKU /I00cmsy maki sik Kosio 19,

i /IOKa/IbHI Npob/iemMu siK ocb BiliHA 8 YKpaiHi
BHeC/IU CBOI 3MIHU 8 rpoyec ocsimu. Lii 3miHu
MOPKHy/IUCS ~ BCIX ~ CMyrNeHb  OCBIMHb020
fpoyecy MnoyuHaroyu Bi0 cadouka 3akiH4yrodu
BUWUMU  HasYa&/lbHUMU  3aK/iadamu. — xo4ya
KOoXeH eman Bsaxausuli | 6e3CYyMHIBHO
3ac/yeoBye Ha po3esisio, asie B Mexax OOHiel
nyénikayii ybo20 3po6UMU  HEeMOoXJ1ugo. Lisi
ny6rikayis cmocyemsCs | po3a/nsioae npobaemu
BUK/1a0aHHS, a caMe BUK/1a0aHHSI IHO3eMHUX
MOB y BULYUX HaBYa/TbHUX 3ak/1a0ax.

3 noyamkom Kosid 19 konu 3 sisunocsi 6azamo
3a60pPOH, CMasio HEMOX/IUBO OOMPUMYyBamucsi
mpaduyitiHux ~ ¢hopM  BuKk/IadaHHs, K
rnepedbayaromb  HasiBHICMb  y4HIB  ma
BUK/1a0a4a B8 ayoumopii, Xuse CrijIKyBaHHsl,
Jlekyii i cemiHapu. Csim ma cucmema ocsimu
wBuUOKO ~ 30pieHmMysanucs ma  nepeliwiu
Ha oucmaHyitiHy chopmy ocsimu. [Jesikum
BuUKnadayaM ma cmyoeHmam He BUCMadyasIo
MEXHIYHOI  06I3HaHOCMI 0711  BUKOPUCMAHHS
cucmem E-learning Ha rnosHy, are 4Yepe3
Oekiflbka Micsyis ysi pozasiuHa by/ia 3akpuma.
30asasnocs, npobremy BUPILUEHO | MOXHA
nepelimu Ha HOBi ¢hopMu Has4yaHHs i 3abymu
npo cmapi. Ale He Bce BU2/A0a/I0 MaK
palidyxHo. Tic/ss YUCAEHHUX ¢hopM KOHMPO/IH0
cmasio 3po3yMisio, WO piBeHb 3acB0HBaHOCMI
pedmMema 3a/luwae baxamu kpawjoeo, piseHb
3HaHb CMyOdeHMIB Mo2iPWUBCS B TMOPIBHAHHI 3
6i/1bL MpaduyitiHuMU cucmemamu BUK/1Ia0aHHS.
Haxa/lb cumyayisi 8 YkpaiHi He 00380/15€
roBepHymucsi 8 ayoumopii Ha MoCMItHIl OCHOBI,
MOX ocmae ousiema; Yu pu3uKysamu XUmmsim
cmydeHmis ma sukiadadig | 3alivamucsi 8
ayoumopisix abo He 3Baxxamu Ha Bce 6ifbl
roeipwysaHull piseHb 3HaHb | MPOAoBXyBamu
Hadasamu nepegagy oOucmaHyiltiHiti ocsimi?
B csimi Buwe 3asHa4eHo20 numaHHs 6yde
PO3YMHUM  38epHymucsi 00  KOMIAPOMICHUX
cucmeM HasyaHHs, siki 00380/15F0Mb MPUBHECMU
mpaduyjitiHicmb crifikyBaHHs ma 062080PEHHS
npobsiem,  siKi - MpumamaHHi - mpaouyitiHum
¢hopmam, 8 moll xe yac 3a/1uwaroyu Micye
0711 HOBIMHIWUX oucmaHyitiHux, a 3siocu i
6e3MeqHilUX CUCMEeM Has4aHHsI.

B cmammi po3anisidarombCsi | aHasli3yrombCs
Pi3HI  OeqbiHiyii  roHsImMms  «3MiliaHo20
Has4aHHs1», sIKi BUCYBa/IUCS PI3HUMU asmopamu
B pi3Hi 4acu. AHasizyembCsi  cmpykmypa
3MiWaHO20 Hag4aHHsI, aHasli3yrmbCs rnepesazu
| HEOO/1IKU KOXHOT chopMU.

KniouoBi  cnoBa:  3wviwaHe — Has4YaHHsl,
oducmaHyiliHa ocsima, e-learning, pomayiliHa
MOOE/Ib, 2HYH4Ka MOOESb.

is important and undoubtedly worthy of consideration,
it is impossible to do this within the limits of one pub-
lication. This publication concerns and examines the
problems of teaching, namely the teaching of foreign
languages in higher education institutions.

With the onset of Covid-19, when many bans
appeared, it became impossible to adhere to tradi-
tional forms of teaching, which involve the presence
of students and a teacher in the classroom, live
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communication, lectures and seminars. The world
and the education system quickly found their way
and switched to a distance form of education. Some
teachers and students lacked the technical knowl-
edge to use E-learning systems to their full potential,
but after a few months this gap was closed. It seemed
that the problem was solved and it was possible to
switch to new forms of education and forget about
the old ones. But not everything looked so optimistic.
After numerous forms of control, it became clear that
the level of assimilation of the subject leaves much to
be desired, and the level of student achievement has
deteriorated compared to more traditional teaching
systems. unfortunately, the situation in Ukraine does
not allow to return to classrooms on a permanent
basis, so a dilemma arises: should we risk the lives
of students and teachers and study in classrooms or
ignore the increasingly deteriorating level of knowl-
edge and continue to give preference to distance
education? In the light of the above-mentioned ques-
tion, it will be reasonable to turn to compromise edu-
cation systems that allow bringing the traditionality of
communication and discussion of problems that are
inherent in traditional forms, at the same time leaving
room for newer remote, and hence safer, education
systems.

Analysis of the research and publications on
the issue under consideration. Since there are sev-
eral terms in the scientific literature devoted to this
topic, we suggest considering them from the point of
view of their synonymy.

At the moment, there are terms “distance educa-
tion”, “E-learning”, “blended learning”. Is there any
difference between them or are they completely syn-
onymous terms?

“Distance learning” refers to any education pro-
vided without the teacher and students being phys-
ically present together. [4] In the past, high schools
and universities offered correspondence courses as
a method of distance learning. Course materials were
often sent to a student by mail and assignments were
completed online or returned to the teacher by mail.

More recently, distance learning programs are
making use of the incredible opportunities afforded
by modern technology and offer very effective learn-
ing opportunities in all manner of distance education
courses. From kindergarten to elementary school to
university, effective distance learning is now a viable
option. What is E-learning then? Wikipedia gives
the following definition. Electronic learning (English
E-learning, short for English Electronic Learning) is
a system of learning with the help of information and
electronic technologies. There is a definition given by
UNESCO specialists: “e-Learning — training with the
help of the Internet and multimedia.” [5]. E-learning
is “the learning supported by digital electronic tools
and media” and m-learning is the “e-learning using
mobile devices and wireless transmission” [3: 255]
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and finally, the “Digital learning is any type of learn-
ing that is facilitated by technology or by instructional
practice that makes effective use of technology” and it
occurs in all learning areas and domains [2: 2].

If you delve into this issue, you can find out that
there are d-learning and m-learning, which stands
for distance learning and mobile learning, but this is
basically the same. After considering these defini-
tions, we can conclude that there are not many dif-
ferences between the concept of distance education
and e-learning, since now technically all distance
education is conducted via the Internet with the help
of computers.

Let’s consider the definitions of blended learning.
There are two blended learning definitions that are
most frequently cited in the literature. These have
been suggested by Graham [7], and Garrison and
Kanuka [6], and have been cited 2149 and 3116 times,
respectively (Google Scholar, Oct 25, 2018). Graham
defines blended learning as follows: “Blended learn-
ing systems combine face-to-face instruction with
computer-mediated instruction” [7: 5]. Garrison and
Kanuka define blended learning as “the thoughtful
integration of classroom face-to-face learning expe-
riences with online learning experiences” [6; 96]
Arthird, slightly less influential, definition was put forth
by Allen and Seaman (2010, cited 988 times accord-
ing to Google Scholar, Oct 25, 2018). They define
a blended learning course as follows: BCourse that
blends online and face-to-face delivery. Substantial
proportion of the content is delivered online, typically
uses online discussions, and typically has a reduced
number of face-to-face meetings [2; 5].

Highlighting previously unresolved parts of
the overall problem. Although we have analysed
various definitions of the term blended learning, we
state that it is widely implemented in schools and
higher educational institutions, it still remains uncer-
tain which form of blended learning should be used
for teaching foreign languages in higher educational
institutions, given that there are different models of
blended learning.

The purpose of the paper is to determine the
main features of blended learning, consider the main
models of this type of learning and, after analysing
their advantages and disadvantages, determine
which model will be best suited for teaching foreign
languages in higher educational institutions

Presentation of the main material.
learning has its own characteristics:

e a change in emphasis in the relationship
between the teacher and students: instead of voicing
the educational material and developing certain skills,
the teacher organizes the educational process;

« the priority of individual activity of students (the
basis of educational activity is purposeful, intensive
and controlled individual work, each student can
study in a place convenient for him, individually,

Blended
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comprehensively using special teaching aids and
agreeing on the possibility of special contact with
the teacher; the student becomes a subject who is
helped to study.

It's of common knowledge that there exist four
forms of blended learning.

Rotation model

The rotational model alternates online and offline
learning according to a certain defined schedule or
instructions of teachers. Such a model covers:

— work in small groups or as a whole class;

— group projects;

— individual work with teachers;

— written assignments.

The model “Rotation by stations” or “Change of
work areas” is suitable for junior and middle grades
in the school. For the correct educational process,
the teacher divides students into 3 teams by zones
(stations):

— the first station works with the teacher;

— the second station does project work in groups;

— the third station is online training.

The “Rotation of laboratories” or “Change of
classes” model is less effective because it does not
include mandatory project work. Part of the lessons
are held in regular classrooms, and one of the lessons
is given to the children to work in the computer
classroom. There, students work individually in an
online format to deepen or consolidate the knowledge
they have acquired.

The “flipped classroom” model is considered the
easiest to implement. It combines learning at home
(where students study new theoretical material in
an online format: watch video lectures, read articles,
etc.) and at school, where they consolidate what they
have learned and update the knowledge they have
acquired.

“Flexible model” or “individual rotation” is held in
large premises (library, assembly hall, etc.), where
each student has a workplace. In addition, in the large
space there are areas for working in small groups, for
discussion or for carrying out laboratory exercises.

Flexible model

A model where students have a flexible schedule
that changes according to the need to understand a
specific topic and course. The number of teachers in
this type of work varies depending on the number of
group and individual works of students.

Self-blend model

The self-blend model only one subject is studied
online, while students take other subjects at school
or university. Sometimes the model compensates for
the lack of in-depth courses at school or subjects of
free choice.

In-depth virtual model

Unlike the “self-blending” model, the “in-depth virtual”
model covers all courses, not selectively. In addition,
students independently distribute online and offline
parts of training, where the online part can be listened to
both in the educational institution and outside it.

BLENDED LEARNING
. Flexible Self-blend Profound
Rotating model . .
learning system virtual model

Station rotation

Lab rotation

Flipped classroom

Individual rotation

Fig. 1
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The implementation of blended learning involves
the use of various types of digital resources:
— tools for planning educational

(electronic magazines, organizers);

— tools for creating communities (social networks);

— tools for cooperation (Google Docs, Word
online);

— tools for communication and feedback (Hangout,
Meet, Zoom, Skype);

— tools for creating educational content (Padlet,
Educreations, Quizlet, Quizwhizzer, Kahoot, Class-
Marker), digital collections of educational content
(Testorium, Mozaik, Octagon studio etc).

Speaking about the specifics of teaching a foreign
language in conditions of mixed education, it should
be noted that it will be different depending on whether
it is a language university or a faculty or not. At the
language faculty, the foreign language study program
includes both lectures and practical classes, while at
a non-linguistic university it is only practical classes.

Delivering lectures fits very well into the online for-
mat of learning, because in this type of activity there is
lecturer-student interaction, but there is no interaction
between students, and even this interaction is one-
sided, because the student is not required to actively
work. his task is only to passively learn the material
provided by the lecturer, so for lectures it would be
ideal to use an online format, using such circular tools
as Zoom, Meet etc.

Conclusion. Speaking about the specifics of
teaching a foreign language in conditions of mixed
education, it should be noted that it will be different
depending on whether it is a language university or
a faculty or not. At the language faculty, the foreign
language study program includes both lectures and
practical classes, while at a non-linguistic university it
is only practical classes.

Lecturing fits very well into the online format
of learning, because in this type of activity there is
lecturer-student interaction, but there is no interaction
between students, and even this interaction is one-
sided, because the student is not required to actively
work. His task is only to passively learn the material
provided by the lecturer, so for lectures it would be
ideal to use an online format. Practical classes are
characterized by active interaction between “teacher-
student”, student-student”, they actively work in pairs
or groups.

Therefore, it would be appropriate for linguistic
universities to use a combination of lectures held
online with practical classes held in classrooms.

activities
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For non-language higher education institutions, the
situation is slightly different. All classes are practical
and using online models will not be as effective
as working in the classroom. But if the security
situation does not allow all pairs to be conducted in
the classroom, then it would be appropriate to use a
rotational model, where a third of the group can be
present in the classroom, a third will be involved in
group work, and a third will work online. If for some
reason this model cannot be applied, then the inverted
class can be an alternative. With this model, the
teacher can give tasks for learning new grammar to
students at home, providing them with the necessary
resources, thus turning this component of the lesson
into individual study. Performance of practical tasks
can be left for classroom study.
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