Tytun O, Sivkovych H, Boichuk A. Storytelling in English language classes during the training of future ecologists

..............................................................................................................................................................

UDC 378:378.147.091.33-27.22]:811(043.3)
DOI https://doi.org/10.24919/2308-4863/68-2-44

Oksana TYTUN,

orcid.org/0000-0001-7926-1630

Candidate of Pedagogical Sciences, Associate Professor,
Associate Professor at the Department of Foreign Languages
Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University
(Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine) oksana.tytun@pnu.edu.ua

Halyna SIVKOVYCH,

orcid.org/0000-0003-2770-7113

Candidate of Pedagogical Sciences, Associate Professor,
Associate Professor at the Department of Foreign Languages
Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University
(Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine) halyna.sivkovych@pnu.edu.ua

Alla BOICHUK,

orcid.org/0000-0002-6340-1894

Candidate of Pedagogical Sciences, Associate Professor,
Associate Professor at the Department of Foreign Languages
Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University
(Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine) alla.boichuk@pnu.edu.ua

STORYTELLING IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE CLASSES
DURING THE TRAINING OF FUTURE ECOLOGISTS

The article deals with the problem of applying storytelling technique to English classes when training ecologists to
be. Developed as a technology for management and marketing, it has become helpful in the field of education as well.
Synthesizing achievements of sociology, journalism, media, advertising, linguistics, psychology, pedagogy and linguistic
didactics, etc this method cannot but be used in modern practice of teaching English. The authors emphasize that the
technique of storytelling helps to develop English language proficiency and also enhances the ability to convey results,
contribute to environmental conservation, and address critical global ecological issues. The authors analyze storytelling
in a historical context and its contemporary applications. Following the fundamental principles of storytelling technique,
a set of tasks has been created. Using examples of their own tasks, the authors demonstrate the effectiveness of applying
this method in English language classes for future ecologists. The developed exercises are thematically aligned with the
topics of the classes approved by the program requirements of the higher educational institution. The developed tasks
include: exercises involving vocabulary and synonyms (adjectives, verbs). Tasks for working with material from the
Britannica encyclopedia. Description of pictures, photographs, and the feelings of the characters mentioned in the texts.
Educational games with elements of drama. Tasks for the development of public speaking skills and the ability to control
yourself'in front of a large audience. Creative tasks related to the organization of scientific experiments that promote the
development of creative abilities and scientific curiosity. The authors highlight key factors that should be considered when
preparing assignments for students: the factor of cultural sensitivity and inclusivity, cognitive development, language
acquisition, engagement and motivation, global awareness, respect for cultural differences, empathy and social skill.
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MHUCTEI[TBO CTOPITEJIIHT HA 3AHATTAX 3 AHITIIMCHKOI MOBH
Y MTPOLECI HIATOTOBKHA MAHUBYTHIX EKOJIOT'TB

Cmammsi posenadae npobnemy 3acmocy8ants mexuiku cmopimeniney (storytelling) na 3ausmmsx 3 aneniticokoi Mogu
nio Yac HasuaHHs Malbymuix exonoeie. Pospobnena sik mexnono2is 01 ynpagiinHs ma MapKemuHey, OHA MAaKodlc Cmand
KopUucHorw 8 eanysi oceimu. Cunme3syrouu 00CASHEeHH s COYIoN02T, HCYPHANICMUKY, Medid, eKAaMU, TTHe8ICMUKU, NCUXOLO0-
2ii, nedazo2ixu ma AiH28iICMUYHOT OUOAKMUKU, Yell Memoo0 He MOJice He BUKOPUCTO8YBAMUCA 8 CYUACHIL NPAKMUYI BUKAA-
OaHHs aHeniticbKkoi Mosu. A8mopu nioKpecaioioms, Wo mexHika cmopimeniney 00nomMazae po3eusamu pPideHb 60100IHH
AH2NILICbKOI0 MOBOI0, A MAKONC NOKPAWYE 30aMHICMb OOHOCUMU Pe3YIbMAmu, CAPUAMU 30eperceHtI0 HABKOTUUWHbO2O
cepedosuya ma sUpiuy8amu KpUmMudHi 2100aibHi eKono2iuni npodiemu. Aemopu ananizyroms cmopimenine 8 icmopuy-
HOMY KOHMEeKCMI ma 1o20 cy4achi 3aCmocy8ants. JJompumyouucs OCHOBHUX NPUHYUNIE MEXHIKU PO3N0GIOi, CMEOPEHO
KOMAJIEKC 3a80aHb. 3a 00NOMO2010 NPUKLA0i8 1ACHUX 3A80AHb, ABMOPU OeMOHCIMPYIOMb e(DeKMUBHICMb 3ACMOCY8AHH S
Yb020 MemoOy HA 3AHAMMAX 3 AH2TIUCLKOI MOBU 0151 MAlOYMHIX exonozis. Po3pobneni enpasu memamuyHo cnpamosani
ma 8ionosioaroms memam 3aHAMb, WO 3AMBEPONHCEHI NPOSPAMOBUMU BUMOLAMU BUUL020 HABUANbHO20 3aKkaady. Po3po-
OeHi 3a60anHs KAIOUAIOMb: BNPABU, WO BUKOPUCMOBYIOMb IEKCUKY MA CUHOHIMU (MPUKMEMHUKY, 0i€cosa). 3asdants
Ha onpaylosants mamepiany 3 eHyukionedii Britannica. Onuc 306padicens, homoepagiti ma nouymmie nepcoHaxicie,
3eadanux y mexcmax. Hasuanwni icpu 3 enemenmamu opamamypeii. 3a60aHHsA Ha pO36UMOK HABUHOK NYOLIYHUX UCMYNIE
ma eMIiHHSI KOHMPOA08amu cede nepeo 8enuxoio ayoumopiero. Kpeamusni 3a60anHs, n08 a3aHi 3 0p2aHi3ayicio HAYKOBUX
eKCnepuMenmie, Wo CHPUsoms PO36UMKY mMeopuux 30ibHocmell ma HAyKoeoi yikagocmi. Aemopu 8uceimiroioms Kito-
406l (hakmopu, AKI CII0 8paAx08ysamu npu Ni020mosyi 3a60amnsb Oas CMYOeHmMi6: hakmop KyibmypHoOi Yymiusocmi ma
IHKIIO3UBHOCMI, NI3HABANLHUL PO3GUMOK, 3ACBOEHHS MOBU, 3ATVYEHICMb MA MOMUBAYIs, 2100ANbHA C8i00OMICMb, N06A2A

00 KYJIbMYpPHUX 8IOMIHHOCMEL, CRIGUYMMS MA COYIANbHI HABUUKU.
Knrouoei cnosa: cmopimenine, mexmixa, 80100iHHS AH2ITUCHKOI MOBOI0, CHYOEHM, eKol02, BNPAéd.

Problem Statement. Today English as the lingua
franca of international communication and scien-
tific discourse has become an indispensable tool for
professionals in various fields, including ecology.
The importance of English language proficiency can-
not be overstated, especially for aspiring ecologists as
they play a crucial role in understanding and preserv-
ing the natural world. English language proficiency
provides future ecologists with access to a vast amount
of scientific literature and opens up a world of inter-
national opportunities. It allows them to pursue higher
education, research fellowships, and job opportunities
in renowned institutions and organizations across the
globe. English language proficiency increases their
chances of securing scholarships, grants, and intern-
ships, enabling students to gain valuable experiences
and broaden their perspectives in the field of ecology.
Therefore, proper training of future ecologists in Eng-
lish allows for all of this to be achieved. We consider
storytelling as the technology of creating a story to
transmit the necessary information in order to influ-
ence the listener’s emotional, motivational, and cog-
nitive spheres as an effective teaching tool. In the field
of education, storytelling is a great way to motivate
students to study well in order to achieve success and
get own recipes for getting out of the most difficult
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situations, solutions difficult problems, preventing
repetition of someone’s mistakes.

Analysis of recent research and publications.
Storytelling, as a technology, which was developed
for management and marketing, has proven to be use-
ful in the field of education. This method synthesizes
the achievements of several branches of science:
sociology, journalism, media, advertising and PR
communications, cultural studies, linguistics, psych-
ology, pedagogy, linguistic didactics, theater studies
and others.

In pedagogy, the storytelling method has been
known since the 90s of the 20th century. Exemplary
works are the foreign works of S. Bryant «How to
Tell Stories to Children: And Some Stories to Tell»
(Bryant, 1985). K Egan «Teaching as storytellingy,
M. Rossiter «Narrative and Stories in Adult Teaching
and Learning» (Holl, 2020). In Ukraine, they began
to study the method of storytelling recently and today
it is considered innovative in education. Storytell-
ing in preschool education was studied by A. Kar-
naukhova, K. Krutiy, L. Zdanevich; the use of story-
telling in professional training future teachers by
S. Palamar, M. Naumenko, T. Chernenko; in modern
media industry by N. Lashuk; creation of multimedia
platforms by T. Lugova.
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O. Burduzha, L. Hilevych (Hilevych), H. Gych
(Gych, 2015) consider storytelling as an innovative
and promising method of language competence for-
mation school students. Storytelling is considered as
a technique that not only improves students’ linguistic
competence, and is used as an audio form of learning:
one student tells his story, and other students listen.
In their opinion, this technique allows you to imple-
ment the learning process in general educational insti-
tutions using fundamentally different methodological
approaches with the wide use of multimedia forms of
teaching material.

According to the Concept of English Language
Development in Universities (5), where English is
recognized as a key competence in the conditions
of economic integration and globalization, and an
international communication tool, all undergradu-
ates must have a B2 level. Special attention is paid to
the English language of professional direction (ESP)
and teaching of professional disciplines in English
(EMI). The concept refers to the teaching of ESP
and EMI using methods that ensure the formation of
target competencies and are student-centered, which
promote independence, engagement and motivation
of students. In the context of our research the story-
telling method meets all these requirements. The rel-
evance of the article is due to insufficient coverage
of the problem of using the storytelling method in
higher education institutions in English classes.

The aim of this study is to investigate storytelling
as an effective technique for teaching the English lan-
guage and to demonstrate exercises developed by the
authors that promote the development of students’ lin-
guistic competence during the training of ecologists.

Presenting main material. In the context of eco-
logical studies, English language classes are essential.
They are integral to the success of ecological stud-
ies. They enable ecologists to bridge linguistic and
cultural barriers, access global resources, collaborate
effectively, and make meaningful contributions to the
field. Proficiency in English enhances their ability to
communicate their findings, promote environmental
conservation, and address critical ecological challen-
ges on a global scale.

The method of storytelling, or telling stories, is
especially effective in the age of technology, when
the facts that students have to remember in class are
lost in the information noise. A well-constructed story
has a great chance to take root among the student
audience conveying an idea, not just information.

There exist various methods and techniques for
integrating storytelling into language lessons. They
are using of authentic materials, storytelling prompts,
picture-based storytelling, storytelling games, digital
storytelling, sequential storytelling, personal story-
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telling, storytelling with music, guest storytellers,
storytelling competition, etc.

When preparing for the lesson it is also important
for the teacher to follow several key factors. Among
them are the factor of cultural sensitivity and inclusiv-
ity (you should highlight the importance of creating
an inclusive classroom environment where students
from diverse backgrounds feel valued and repre-
sented); cognitive development (you should empha-
size that stories should align with their developmental
milestones). Language acquisition means that you
should select stories that match the language profi-
ciency level of the students can significantly affect
their language acquisition process. Engagement and
motivation factors mean that you should share the
idea that students are more likely to engage with and
be motivated by stories that resonate with their age
group and cultural background. Promoting global
awareness factor means that you should explain how
culturally, diverse stories could expose students to a
wide range of global cultures and perspectives, fos-
tering a sense of global awareness and interconnect-
edness. Respect for cultural differences factor pur-
sues the importance of promoting respect for cultural
differences through storytelling, empathy and social
skill factor as well as involves discussion of how stor-
ies featuring diverse characters and cultural settings
can help students develop empathy and social skills.

Here are some examples of how the storytelling
technique can be applied to classes of English while
teaching students of the specialty Ecology (bach-
elor’s degree) at university. The developed exercises
are thematically aligned with the topics of the classes
approved by the program requirements of the higher
educational institution.

1. While discussing a topic on ecology of the
planet, ask students to make up a story on the topic,
using, for example, some of 20 verbs or adjectives.
Give the list of them. For example, here are 10 verbs
and 10 adjectives related to the topic of the ecology
of the planet.

Verbs: observe, preserve, recycle, protect, sustain,
restore, reduce, replenish, reclaim, cultivate, miti-
gate, reforest, regenerate, cleanse, advocate, monitor,
alleviate, adapt, educate, and investigate;

Adjectives: sustainable, eco-friendly, green, bio-
diverse, resilient, renewable, thriving, clean, har-
monious, fragile, balanced, pristine, vulnerable,
healthy, degraded, imperiled, precious, undisturbed,
endangered, restored.

2. As the sequel for the previous task, you may ask
the students to make up a shared story on the topic
«The Earth is our home». You can also experiment
with youth slang: look for synonyms for the word
«cool» together and include them in the story.
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Such tasks significantly increase the vocabulary;
affect the accuracy and purity of speech. They develop
oral and written communication. The exercise is also
effective when it is necessary to consolidate know-
ledge about individual parts of speech.

3. Ask the students to choose one character from
the text taken from the encyclopedia Britannica and
prepare a short performance-narrative on the topic
«What kind of character am 1? » In the performance, it
is worth including interesting facts about the character.

Animals in the News

Scientists have recently made interesting discov-
eries about many different animals. A cute cat-sized
fossil koala was unearthed in Australia. Speaking of
cats, studies of their taste receptors show they are
uniquely suited to detecting the umami flavor of tuna.
Several rodent species have been found living at the
harsh summits of the Andes. A new beetle’s body is
mostly a termite in disguise. Finally, a tiny snake can
swallow objects five times its diameter (6).

Benefits. Performing such type of the task, stu-
dents learn to analyze and compare important facts,
think through the structure of a public speech. For lis-
teners, this also has a good effect: the probability that
they will remember the facts and specific moments
from it increases significantly.

4. Turn a lesson into a press conference. Invite
the students to imagine themselves, for example, as
famous defenders of nature, and talk to the «jour-
nalists» (their role will be played by classmates, of
course) about their past, present and plans for the
future. Condition to use words from the lexical topic
that the students are studying now. In each new ques-
tion from the «journalist» and in each answer from
the «star» at least two new words from the current
topic must be used.

Benefits. Public speaking and preparation help
you better remember and learn to use new vocabulary
and language structures. In addition, such exercises
allow you to understand the logic of tense forms and
motivate you to use them in practice.

5. For another task you will need short stories in
English for storytelling on certain topics. Thanks to
this simple method, learning English is much more
interesting. Below we provide examples of storytell-
ing in English using the story “The Weather Wizard
of the UK”, as well as various tasks:

The Weather Wizard of the UK

Once upon a time, in the quaint village of
Weatherly, nestled deep within the heart of the United
Kingdom, lived a peculiar man named Winston. Win-
ston had an unusual talent, one that had been passed
down through generations of his family. He was the
Weather Wizard of Weatherly, a village known far
and wide for its unpredictable weather.

AKTyaApHI IMTAHHS TyMaHiTApHMX HayK. Bui 68, Tom 2, 2023

ITeaarorika

...............................................................................

One sunny morning, as Winston sipped his cup of
Earl Grey tea and gazed out of his cottage window, he
noticed something strange. The clouds were forming
a peculiar pattern, one that he had never seen before.
This was no ordinary weather day; it was the day his
unique powers would come in handy.

Winston quickly put on his weathered raincoat and
grabbed his trusty umbrella, which was more like a
wizard’s staff to him. He stepped outside and raised
his umbrella high above his head. With a focused
mind and a whispered incantation, he began to work
his magic. A gust of wind swirled around him as he
chanted ancient weather spells.

Within moments, the sky darkened, and a light
drizzle turned into a heavy rain. Thunder rumbled,
and lightning crackled in the sky. The villagers of
Weatherly scurried indoors, grateful for Winston’s
intervention. He had once again saved the day, ensuring
that the crops received the nourishing rain they needed.

Winston’s abilities were not limited to bringing
rain. He could summon sunshine on a gloomy day,
conjure gentle breezes for a perfect picnic, and even
create snow in the midst of summer. But he was
always careful not to overuse his powers, as he knew
the delicate balance of nature had to be maintained.

As the years passed, Winston became a beloved
figure in Weatherly. He would often hold weather
workshops for the village children, teaching them
about the science behind the weather and the import-
ance of respecting nature. His workshops were not
only informative but also filled with fun and wonder.

Tasks.The teacher shows a picture with the char-
acters of the story in order to draw their attention to
them and their actions. Ask students “What is the
name of this or that character”, “what does he do?” etc.

The teacher may also ask the students to describe
the picture. This activity easily helps to repeat
the vocabulary learned, for example, to describe,
appearance, weather.

6. One more task on the story is as follows. Choose
a specific passage from the story, where the most
characters and changes in emotions. Read it, then ask
the students to describe all the feelings and actions of
the characters with gestures and facial expressions.

For creative students you may ask to come up with
a story or even draw illustrations on their own.

7. Weather Forecasting Game.

In this exercise, participants can take on the role
of weather forecasters and make predictions for
different scenarios. Each scenario is based on the
unpredictable UK weather.

Scenario 1: A bright and sunny morning sud-
denly turns into a heavy downpour. Have participants
explain why this sudden change might occur and
what the forecast would be.
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Scenario 2: A chilly, overcast day with a light
breeze is expected to turn into a warm and sunny
afternoon. Participants should explain the factors that
could cause this change in weather.

Scenario 3: A day that starts with thick fog is
predicted to clear up by midday. Ask participants to
describe the science behind the dissipation of fog and
what conditions favor it.

8. Create Your Weather Spell.

Encourage participants to get creative and
invent their own «weather spells» like Winston in
the story. These spells can be whimsical or based
on scientific principles. For example, a spell to
make a sunny day even brighter or a spell to bring
a gentle, cooling rain.

9. Weather Science Experiment.

Have participants conduct a simple weather-re-
lated science experiment. One idea is to create a
homemade rain gauge using a plastic bottle, a ruler,
and a funnel. They can place it outside and measure
the rainfall over a period of time, keeping a weather
journal to track changes.

...............................................................................

Benefits. These exercises can help engage students
in understanding the fascinating and ever-changing
weather patterns of the UK while fostering creativity
and scientific curiosity.

Conclusion. Storytelling as the technology of cre-
ating a story to transmit the necessary information in
order to influence the listener’s emotional and motiv-
ational, and cognitive spheres is an effective teaching
tool. Developed as a technology for management and
marketing, it has become helpful in the field of educa-
tion as well. Synthesizing achievements of sociology,
journalism, media, advertising, linguistics, psychol-
ogy, pedagogy and linguistic didactics, etc this method
cannot but be used in modern practice of teaching
English. It improves students’ linguistic competence.
Following the fundamental principles of storytelling
technique, a set of tasks has been created. They were
successfully applied to university classes when teach-
ing ecologists to be. Their application helps to achieve
English language proficiency that provides access to
a vast amount of scientific literature and opens up a
world of international opportunities.
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