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PROFESSIONAL AND PEDAGOGICAL ASPECT
OF DEVELOPING OPEN EDUCATION IN THE FIELD
OF FUTURE SPECIALISTS’ TRAINING AT BRITISH UNIVERSITES

ABSTRACT

The article presents the results of the study on the professional and pedagogical aspect of
developing open education in higher education institutions in the UK. It is established that
as a result of society informatization, the new requirements for training of future specialists
arise. Solving requirements means to create an improved open (computer-based)
environment with advanced computer facilities of educational institutions, laboratories,
libraries; updating methodological support, pedagogical technologies and the content of
distance and e-learning based on the use of ICT; introducing new forms and methods of
organizing the education process; introducing open educational systems; using the method
of forming information and communication competences in scientific and pedagogical
workers, methods for evaluating the quality of open electronic systems and free access to
open educational resources; as well as to study the condition, trends and monitoring of
open education development. The principles of constructing professional training in British
universities are presented, namely, the consolidation of educational courses into blocks
(general, special and professional and pedagogical), the use of innovative technologies
(distance, credit, modular, personalized, mutual, tutoring, massive open educational courses
(MOOC)) and innovative forms of education such as eco-education, media education,
peace-education (education in the spirit of peace) and intercultural education. It is proved
that the main advantages of open education are accessibility, flexibility, parallelism, modularity,
efficiency, internationalization and co-ordination, which make it possible for everyone to
receive education. The use of elements of open education provides not only access to digital
content, but also helps to improve the system of education management and monitor its quality.

Keywords: open education, professional and pedagogical aspect, innovative technologies,
computer-based environment, information and communication competencies, professional
training, teaching resources, methodological support.

AHOTALIs

Y emammi npedcmaeneno pesynomamu O0ocniodxcenns npogeciiino-nedazoziunoeo
acnekmy po36umky GIOKpUmoi 0ceimu y GUWUX HABYANbHUX 3aKkiadax Benuxoi Bpumanii.
Bcemanosneno, wo 6 pesynomami ingpopmamuszayii cychinecmea nocmaroms HO8i 6UmMo2u 00
Hagyauus — maubymuix  cneyianicmie. Bupiwenns eumoe noaseae 'y cmeopenmi
800CKOHANEH020 8IOKpUMO20 (KOMNbIOMEPHO-OPIEHMOBAHO020) CEPedosULya 3 YOOCKOHANEHUM
KOMN TOMEPHUM YCIAMKYBAHHAM HABYAILHUX 3aK1A0i8, 1abopamopiii, 6ib1iomex; OHOG/IeHHAM
MemoouuHo20 3abe3neyentss, Nneodazo2ivHux mexHoa02ill ma 3micmy OUCMAHYIHO2O U
eleKMpPOHHO20 HABYaHHA Ha ocHO8I eukopucmanna IKT;3anposadcennam Hosux gopm i
Memoois opeanizayii 0c8imHbLO20 NPOYECY;YNPOBAOICEHHIM BIOKPUMUX HAGYATLHUX CUCTHEM;
BUKOPUCTNAHHSAM MEMOOUKYU (POPMYBaHHS THHOPMAYIIHO-KOMYHIKAYITIHUX KOMNemeHmHocmetl
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HAYK0B0-Nedaz02iuHux npayieHUuKie, MemoouKy OYin08aHHs AKOCMI 8IOKPUMUX eleKMPOHHUX
cucmem ma 8i1bHO20 OOCMYNY 00 BIOKPUMUX OCBIMHIX pecypcis;, a maKoicy O0CHIONCeHH]
cmawy, meHoeHyil I MOHIMOPUH2Y PO38UmK) 8IOKpumoi oceimu. I[Ipedcmagneno npunyunu
nooy00su npoghecitinoeo HAGUAHHS Yy OPUMAHCLKUX BUMLAX, a came. 00 €OHAaHHA HABYATLHUX
OQucyunnin y Onoku (3aeanvhoocgimuill, cheyianeHuii ma npogheciiino-nedazoeiunuil),
BUKOPUCAHHSL THHOBAYILIHUX mexHON02il (OUCMAanyiting, Kpeoumua, MoOyibHa, NepcoHighiKosana,
83AEMHA, MLIOMOPCLKA,MACO8UX 8iOKpumux Haguanonux Kypcie (MOOC)) ma innosayiiinux
GopmHasuanns siK. exo-oceéima, media-ocsima, peace-oceima (oceima 6 O0yci mupy) ma
inmepxyiemypHa ocsima. /[osedeHo, wo 20108HUMU nepesazamu 6iOKpumol oceimu, €
O00CMYNHICIb, SHYUKICIb, NAPANETbHICHb, MOOYIbHICHIb, eKOHOMIYHICHb, IHMEPHAYIOHATbHICIND
ma KOOpOUHOBAHICMb, AKI HAOAIOMb MOXCIUBICINb KONMCHI TIOOUHU OMPUMY8AMU 0C8Iimy.
Bukopucmanns enemenmie 6iokpumoi oceimu 3abe3neuye He minibKu 00cmyn 00 yu@posozo
KOHMEHNY, a U CNpUsE YOOCKOHANEHHIO CUCIEMU YAPABTIIHHA 0C8IMOI0 Ma KOHMPOIO 11 AKOCI.
Knrouosi cnosa: siokpuma ocgima, npogheciiino-nedazoeivnuii acnekm, iHHOBAYilHi
MeXHOI02il, KOMNbIOMEPHO-0PIEHmMOoBane cepedosuuye, HHOPMAYIiHO-KOMYHIKAYIHUX
KoMhemeHmHocmell, npogheciiina nio2omosKa, HaBYaNbHi pecypcu, MemooudHe 3a0e3neyeHHs1.

INTRODUCTION

Open education is of particular importance in the system of global education under
the conditions of developing information society with the use of the latest information and
communication technologies, distance learning forms, mastering of relevant skills, skills
and competences of the individual. Significant positive experience in the development of
open education has been accumulated in developed countries, including the UK. The
qualitative modernization of the British higher education system is conditioned by the rapid
development of ICT, the integration of the country into the world of information space, the
introduction of innovative technologies in the education process, the development of
information legislation and the need for quality education. The main requirements for
professional training of specialists in tertiary education include ensuring a high level of
knowledge and skills and being able to apply modern information technologies, mobility
and adaptation under the conditions of innovative information space. Important changes in
the organization of the education process are the following: wide-ranging training of
specialists, flexibility of curricula, professional orientation of training courses, wide
introduction of credit-based modular system, individualization of training, improvement of
organizational forms of training and computerization of the education process that is
possible due to the use of innovative technologies.

THE AIM OF THE STUDY

The aim of the article is to study the professional and pedagogical aspect of
developing open education in British higher education institutions.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND RESEARCH METHODS

Considering the professional and pedagogical aspect of the problem, scholars are
convinced that as a result of humanization and informatization of society, new demands are
placed on the personality of the educator, his/her professional skills, as well as on the
personal orientation of the entire education process. In comparative studies by F. Morell,
L. Pedersen, M. Peters, there is an increasing need for the use of open education
technologies that focus on the education process for a comprehensive study and careful
elaboration of the processes associated with the formation of technological skills as
integrative characteristics of a modern educator.
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In the context of considering the professional and pedagogical aspect of the problem
under study, the author of the article will focus further on the studies of Ukrainian and
foreign comparativists. In particular, O. Palekha and A. Sokolova deal with readiness of
future educators to apply open education technologies; pedagogical conditions of using
open education technologies in higher education institutions are highlighted by
N. Rokosovik and 1. Kozubovska; N. Kuzmina, O. Pichkar and O.Voloshyna, emphasize
the peculiarities of sociocultural preparation of future educators: 1) professional and
practical; 2) natural sciences; 3) humanitarian and sociocultural.

The professional and pedagogical aspect of the research on the development of open
education was clarified by such scholars as V. Kremen, V. Lugovyi, F. Morell, O. Palekha,
L. Pedersen, M. Peters, N. Rokosovyk, A. Sokolov, O. Voloshyna, N. Yatsyshyn et al. In
order to achieve the aim of the study, the following methods were used: analysis, synthesis
and generalization of scientific literature and Internet sources.

RESULTS

Considering the professional and pedagogical aspect of the problem, scholars are
convinced that as a result of humanization and informatization of society, new demands are
placed on the personality of the educator, his/her professional skills, as well as the personal
orientation of the entire education process. In particular, the well-known Ukrainian scholars
V. Kremen and V. Lugovyi carried out research on the necessity of introducing elements of
open education into the system of modern specialists’ training. In their opinion, the actual
problem is the formation of information and communication competences in scientific and
pedagogical workers, educational leaders through improving skills in methodological and
pedagogical workers of educational institutions, scientific institutions and educational
management bodies (Kremen, & Luhovyi, 2008). The scholars emphasize the need for
certification of pedagogical staff regarding the level of ICT use. Thus, important changes
on the way of developing open education are the following: creation of a computer-based
platform for open education; updating methodological support, pedagogical technologies
and the content of distance and e-learning based on the use of ICT; introduction of new
forms and methods for organizing the education process (e-learning, mobile learning, joint
training, smart learning, open online courses, mixed learning, social learning); introduction
of open educational systems (electronic scientific and educational resources, science-based
bases of open journal systems and electronic libraries.

The author of the article agrees with the opinion of the mentioned scholars on the
effectiveness of introducing open education in the system of professional and pedagogical
training: firstly — by creating an improved open (computer-based) environment using the
technologies of distance learning, methods of forming information and communication
competences in scientific and pedagogical workers, methods of evaluating the quality of
open electronic systems and free access to open educational resources; secondly — by
studying the condition, trends and monitoring of open education development.

The comparativists argue that as a result of the innovative development of society,
the requirements for competence and qualification of a European teacher change (Peters,
2008). The studies stated that the contexts and ideas of multicultural education are aimed at
pedagogical activities taking into account the peculiarities of intellectual and
psychophysical development of students, as well as the ethnic, social and religious
specificity of educational groups (Palekha, 2016; Sokolova, 2009). It is found that in the
British teacher training system, there are six areas of key competencies related to linguistic
literacy, computing literacy, information and communication technologies, cooperation
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with the environment, training improvement, problem solving (Rokosovyk, 2016). It is
proved that due to the modernization of professional teacher training, the ways of obtaining
the teaching profession were diversified: one-, two-, three- and four-year university
programmes, alternative school-based teacher training programmes (consortium of
schools), accelerated, flexible postgraduate programmes and organizational content
updating of teacher training programmes (Yatsyshyn, 1998). Effective teaching methods
used in the practice of teacher training in England and Scotland were studied by
A. Sokolova. The author notes that the content of teaching in educational institutions in
England and Scotland is projected on the basis of the principles of differentiation,
humanization and personification of education, graduality and practical orientation. The
courses of curricula are united into blocks: general education, special and professional and
pedagogical. Together with such compulsory courses as language, mathematics, literature,
psychology, methods and strategies of learning, students study the art of thinking, drama, a
course in successful careers, a course in forming skills to solve complex teaching tasks, the
course of formation of leadership and creative qualities of the teacher (Sokolova, 2009).

Among the main teaching technologies used in the practice of teacher training in the
system of pedagogical education in England and Scotland, the following ones are defined:
distance, credit, modular, personalized, mutual, tutor. Effective forms of the process of
providing educational services are considered as follows: tutorial, seminar, lecture,
discussion, independent, laboratory and practical work, teleconference, joint review of
projects and dissertations. Monitoring of learning outcomes is done through writing,
examinations, tests, research and professional projects.

According to O. Palekha (2016), and F. Morell (2011), an independent component of
professional training of future foreign language teachers in the UK is independent outside
the classroom work, during which the following personal qualities of the student are
formed: the desire for full self-realization, purposefulness, self-organization, necessary for
the continuing self-improvement of the acquired knowledge, skills and abilities. The
fundamental component of the technology of organizing the independent work of future
educators in British universities is appropriately organized didactic resources that perform
information, management and organizational and control functions. According to the
author, the didactic resources of independent work are represented by traditional means
(paper media), electronic resources (interactive means of communication, interactive
computer packages and multimedia) and human resources (teachers, tutors, consultants).
O. Palekha (2016) and F. Morell (2011) indicate that the advantages of electronic resources
are the possibility of distance learning, flexible access to the authentic learning
environment, the storage of information on electronic media, and open access to
educational information.

N. Yatsyshyn is engaged in the study of modernization of traditional British models
for professional training of future teachers. The scholar singles out such innovative forms
and technologies of learning as eco-education, media education, peace-education (education
in the spirit of peace) and intercultural education. The goal of eco-education, according to
N. Yatsyshyn, is to improve the inner world of the individual, taking into account the sense
of dignity, humanity and mutual assistance. The goal of e-education is to develop a system
of scientific knowledge that reflects the socioeconomic, natural sciences, philosophical,
technical and legal aspects of integrated ecology. The main goal of e-education is to
actively involve students in the process of scientific research as a means of generating
knowledge. The main principle of media education is the presentation. According to the
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scholar, media tools help initiate an interest in the study of the problem, the continuity of
the research process, the focus on the critical understanding and analysis of the problem
under study. The effectiveness of media education is reflected in the ability of students to
apply their knowledge in certain situations and the ability to motivate them. The researcher
considers peace-education and intercultural education to be the most effective models. He
understands peace-education as a process of acquiring values, knowledge and skills in the
development of relationships that enable human life in peace and harmony with oneself,
with others, with the natural environment (Yatsyshyn, 1998).

N. Rokosovyk (2016) and L. Pedersen (2005) consider such innovation in the British
system of distance learning as the use of massive open educational courses (MOOC),
created on the basis of the Institute of Educational Technologies of the Open University of
Great Britain. These scholars emphasize that some British universities have free open
educational resources and use a large number of methods and means of distance learning,
conducted under the guidance of a tutor. The researchers found that distance learning at
British universities is accompanied by both student independent study of material and on-
the-spot group activities in the form of seminars or out-of-school. The most widespread
innovative forms of distance learning are teleconferences, webinars, video backgrounds, etc.

CONCLUSIONS

Thus, the analysis and systematization of studies on the professional and pedagogical
aspect of open education development has led to the conclusion that under the conditions of
the growth of volumes of information from many branches of knowledge, technologies and
means of education, fundamental changes in the social sphere, the nomination of high
professional requirements for future teachers in the world as a whole and in the UK in
particular, there is a conscious awareness of the need to intensify the education process, to
create the conditions for the training of highly skilled teaching staff, to use learning the
latest technologies and methods of open learning. Prospects for further research are the
introduction and adaptation of the results of the study aimed at improving the quality
management system.
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