S7 Table. Simple statistics provided by the mixed model (predicted mean for the middle of a
match and mean possession duration; residual within-match standard deviation) for the
team and positional sub-groups on attack. With the exception of the mean centroid longitudinal
and lateral, the statistics were derived via log-transformation, hence SDs are shown as times/divide
factors. Clusters of variables representing consecutively longitudinal dispersion, lateral dispersion,
longitudinal positionand lateral positionare outlined.

Variable Team Forwards Midcourts Defenders
Mean
Stretch index(m) 6.8 x/+1.07 33x/+119 42x/+116 4.7x/+118
Inter-player distance (m) 10 x/=1.07 56 x/+119 74x/+116 81 x/+119
Stretch indexlongitudinal (m) 6.1 x/+=1.11 24 x/+130 32x/+121 3.9 x/+1.28
Length (m) 22 x[+1.07 62x/+130 81x/+125 97 x/+126
Width (m) 73%x/+116 42x/+126 56x/+130 50 x/+127
Stretch indexlateral (m) 20x/+118 16x/+129 22x/+130 19x/+127
Width perlengthratio 0.30 x/+1.23 047 x/~176 053 x/+153 041 x/+154
Surface area (m?) 86 x/+1.17 82x/+151 15x/+150 19 x/+1.51
Centroid longitudinal? (m) 183 +13 242 %21 19.0 1.3 11519
Centroid lateral (m) 75+11 73+14 77+14 77+£12
Variability
Stretch index(m) 0.80 x/+ 154 0.90 x/+ 142 0.99 x/+133 1.1 x/+1.48
Inter-player distance (m) 10 x/+144 16x/+141 17x/+140 18 x/+142
Stretch indexlongitudinal (m)  0.96 x/+ 152 093 x/+143 11 x/+143 1.1 x/+1.52
Length (m) 21x/+143 24 x/+141 29x/+131 25x/+150
Width (m) 170 x/+1.33 18x/+133 19x/+145 16 x/+1.48
Stretch indexlateral (m) 0.49 x/+ 152 0.68 x/+1.40 0.70 x/+1.40 0.62 x/+1.49
Width perlengthratio 097 x/+1.69 058 x/+25 0.77 x/+212 0.79 x/+ 2.26
Surface area (md) 20 x/+1.41 6.6 x/+158 9.1x/+157 10 x/+155
Centroid longitudinal (m) 20 x/+152 19x/+142 25x/+151 23 x/+1.49
Centroid lateral (m) 0.82 x/+155 12x/+151 12x/+159  0.87 x/~1.70
Irregularity
Stretch index 0.19 x/+1.86 0.27 x/~156 0.25x/+155 0.17 x/+1.70
Inter-player distance 0.20 x/+ 156 0.26 x/+151 0.25x/+150 0.17 x/+1.69
Stretch indexlongitudinal 0.16 x/+1.87 025 x/+165 0.21x/+154 0.15x%/+178
Length 0.20 x/+ 154 0.26 x/+ 150 0.22 x/+~1.54 0.15 x/+1.83
Width 0.34 x/+144 034 x/+149 031 x/+139 0.28 x/+1.46
Stretch indexlateral 0.31 x/+156 0.35x/+146 0.31x/+145 0.28 x/+1.45
Width perlengthratio 0.25 x/+1.66 020 x/=174 0.17 x/~1.74 0.19 x/+1.72
Surface area 0.35x/+148 0.34 x/~156 0.33 x/+155 0.24 x/+ 153
Centroid longitudinal 0.08 x/+1.86 0.12 x/~1.76 0.08 x/~1.83 0.10 x/+~1.71
Centroid lateral 0.20 x/+ 147 021 x/+156 0.21 x/+150 0.20 x/+ 1.59

2 Values shown were derived for log(30.5 - centroid longitudinal); actual means were therefore
18.6 m, 24.5 m, 19.1 mand 11.4 m respectively add actual means shown in outputwith decimal.




