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S6 File. Vascular functionality of aorta rings. Vascular reactivity was evaluated on aortic rings by acetylcholine and sodium nitroprusside relaxations. Briefly, the thoracic aorta was cleaned of adherent fat and rings 2.5 mm long were cut and placed between stainless-steel hooks for isometric tension recording in organ chambers. Contractile tension was recorded with a digital PowerLab data acquisition system (PowerLab 8/30; ADInstruments, Castle Hill, Australia) and analysed by using LabChart 7.3.7 Pro (Power Lab; ADInstruments). Rings were stretched to 1 g of tension and equilibrated for 1 h. After pre-contraction with phenylephrine (0.3 µM) the presence of endothelium was verified by the ability of acetylcholine (ACh, 10 µM) to induce relaxation. Concentration-response curves of aortic rings with endothelium to ACh (100 pM–10 µM) and sodium nitroprusside (SNP, 100 pM–100 µM) were performed with and without indomethacin (5 µM; 30 min). In these experiments, the vasodilator responses to ACh and SNP were expressed as percentages of phenylephrine contraction.
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