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Statistical analyses for the primary study endpoint 
Uni- and multivariate Cox regression analyses were used to assess the effect of independent variables on the time to event for the study endpoint. Independent variables included those measured at the time of study enrolment (PLA2R1-ab levels, proteinuria, serum creatinine, age, sex, percentage of tubular atrophy and interstitial fibrosis, time between renal biopsy and study enrolment) and those measured during follow-up that represented certain events occurring in the course of the study (depletion of PLA2R1-ab, relapse of PLA2R1-ab positivity, remission of proteinuria, category of remission of proteinuria [partial remission versus complete remission], relapse of proteinuria, use of immunosuppressive treatment). The continuous independent variables PLA2R1-ab level, proteinuria, serum creatinine, percentage of tubular atrophy and interstitial fibrosis, time between renal biopsy and study enrolment were transformed to their binary logarithm prior to using them in Cox regression analyses. Time-dependent covariates were computed and used to test the proportional hazards assumption for individual independent variables. For independent variables measured at baseline we thus adjusted the analysis for potential time-varying effects during follow-up. For independent variables measured during follow-up we adjusted the effect of the variable for the time when its event (e. g. depletion or relapse of PLA2R1-ab, remission or relapse of proteinuria, start of immunosuppressive treatment) had occurred. 

Statistical analyses for depletion PLA2R1-ab, relapse of PLA2R1-ab, remission of proteinuria, and relapse of proteinuria 
We analysed the following parameters as potential predictors for depletion and relapse of PLA2R1-ab during follow-up: PLA2R1-ab levels, proteinuria, serum creatinine, age, gender, time between renal biopsy and study enrolment (all parameters collected at the time of study enrolment) and usage of immunosuppressive treatment during follow-up. The parameters analysed as potential predictors for remission of proteinuria during follow-up were collected: a) at the time of study enrolment (PLA2R1-ab levels, proteinuria, serum creatinine, age, gender, percentage of tubular atrophy and interstitial fibrosis, time between renal biopsy and study enrolment) and b) during follow-up (depletion of PLA2R1-ab, relapse of PLA2R1-ab, usage of immunosuppressive treatment). The same parameters were analysed as potential predictors for relapse of proteinuria during follow-up, in addition to the category of remission of proteinuria (partial remission versus complete remission). The analyses of PLA2R1-ab relapse and proteinuria relapse were restricted to those patients, who previously had had a remission of PLA2R1-ab and a remission of proteinuria, respectively. Moreover, the 21 patients who were tested negative for PLA2R1-ab by ELISA at baseline were not included in the analysis on depletion of PLA2R1-ab.
For all parameters collected at baseline we adjusted the analysis for potential time-dependent effects during follow-up, if the respective time-dependent term was significant. For all parameters collected during follow-up we always adjusted the predictive value of the variable for the time when the event had occurred (i.e. depletion or relapse of PLA2R1-ab, start of immunosuppressive treatment). In all these analyses we first performed a univariate Cox regression analysis including all independent variables. In a second step we ran a multivariable Cox regression analysis, in which we included and adjusted for all variables which had shown a statistically significant effect in the time-adjusted univariate analysis. Of these variables, only those significant after stepwise hierarchical-backward selection were retained in the final model. The continuous independent variables PLA2R1-ab levels, proteinuria, serum creatinine, percentage of tubular atrophy and interstitial fibrosis, time between renal biopsy and study enrolment were transformed to their binary logarithm prior to using them in cox regression analyses. Statistical significance was defined as p<0.05.  All tests were two-tailed. Statistical analyses were performed using SPSS version 25.0 software.
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