
[bookmark: _GoBack]S1 Appendix. QUALITY ASSESSMENT OF THE OBSERVATIONAL STUDIES
(NOS)

1. Sample size was not given for any study.

2. Follow up was adequate in 9 cases for the outcome analysis.

3. Ascertainment of exposure using surgical records was available for 4 cases.

4. Device comparability for the study designs was available for only 2 cases.

5. Demonstration of outcome at the start of the study was seen in 3 cases.

6. 14 cases showed clear inclusion and exclusion criteria.

7. Only one study defined the number of patients as the unit of analysis.

8. The success rate of implants was available for 11 cases.

9. Alveolar ridge atrophy was not adequately reported except in 2 cases.

10. Selection of controls was adequately reported for only 2 cases

11. None of the studies described blinded assessment of split crest outcomes

12. [bookmark: page24][bookmark: page25][bookmark: page26][bookmark: page27]Statistical analysis was given for 8 cases.
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