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Data and data sources
Danish residents have unique identification numbers that allows for linkage between national registers at the personal level. This ensures complete follow-up with respect to morbidity and mortality, data which was obtained from the Danish National Patient Registry containing registrations of all admissions to all Danish hospitals since 1977 according to the International Classification of Diseases, the 8th edition (ICD-8) until 1994 and the ICD-10 from 1994 onwards. The National Patient Registry has been validated and found well suited for epidemiological research.[1] The use of registry linkage, the ICD-coding and coding of revascularization procedures have been described in detail elsewhere.[2] Information on all GP consultations was obtained from The Danish Health Service Register holding information on all health services from all health contractors in primary health care since 1990.[3] Data on GP consultations was available on a monthly basis while all other data was registered by specific dates (all to March 2011). Information on cardiovascular risk factors was based on recordings at the time of CAG or inclusion in the CCHS. Data regarding the use of medication were obtained from the Danish Register of Medicinal Product Statistics (national prescription registry) which keeps records on all prescriptions dispensed from Danish pharmacies since 1995 according to the Anatomical Therapeutic Chemical (ATC) system.[4] Due to partial reimbursement of drug expenses by the healthcare system, pharmacies are obliged to register all dispensed prescriptions. This ensures a highly accurate register.
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