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Ethno-cultural differentiation of Czechia and main migratory trends over the second half of 

20
th

 century 

 

Despite a relatively small area, Czechia is a diverse country partitionable into partially 

overlapping regions distinguishable on several geographical scales (eg Hampl et al. 1987; Siwek 

and Bogdová 2007). At the highest spatial level, boundaries between three historical lands reflect 

a major cultural division of the country (see Figure S1). The three lands include Bohemia (to the 

west; approximately 2/3 of both total population and area), Moravia (to the east; around 1/3 of 

total population), and Silesia (the north-east; approximately 1/10 of total population). From the 

three lands, the smallest Silesia, and particularly its very south-eastern part, is especially unique 

both regarding political-historical and ethno-cultural characteristics including many specific 

variants of Czech and Polish surnames (Siwek 2006, 2008). The main division into the three 

historical lands is also connected to linguistic differentiation of the country with three main 

dialectical groups in terms of Czech, Moravian, and Silesian group separated by fuzzy borders 

and transient areas. Several more specific dialectical areas are also distinguishable at more 

detailed spatial levels (Balhar, Jančák et al. 1992-2005; Figure S1).  

Being in the middle of continental Europe, the Czech lands have never been isolated from 

external cultural influences. After the collapse of Austrian-Hungarian Empire, newly born 

Czechoslovakia was established in 1918 as a multi-ethnic state with Czech part comprising 

approximately 2/3 of Czechs, almost 1/3 of Germans (more than 3 million before the WW2) and 

smaller but not insignificant shares of Polish, Jewish and Roma population. In spatial terms, 

Germans represented an overwhelming majority of inhabitants of Sudetenland, a belt along the 



contemporary northern, western, and southern border of the country (see Figure S1). However, 

the genocide of Jews and Roma population during the Second World War and especially the post-

war expulsion of Germans (2.8 millions of people, mostly during 1945-1946) dramatically 

homogenized Czech population structure. Together with following resettlement of formerly 

German areas, this disruptive event brought almost complete replacement of surnames in the 

former German population border areas (see e.g. Kučera 2007; Chromý et al. 2009) 

Another major migratory process that shaped population structure and surname 

distribution after the WW2 were massive inflows of new work force into coal and heavy industry 

zones located mainly in north Moravia (Ostrava region) and north and west Bohemia that were 

taking place approximately until the mid-1960s (Čermák 1999). As a part of both the resettlement 

of former German areas and industrialization-led population movements, many immigrants from 

Slovakia and other countries came including also specific groups of Roma population (Davidová 

1995). 

In addition, from the above mentioned population movements, there has also been a long-

term process of urbanization including a natural tendency of population concentration over the 

most of the 20th century (Hampl et al. 1987). However, this general trend had only gradual 

effects on surname structure. Moreover, permanent internal migration has been generally low in 

more recent decades and predominantly on short distances within the same districts (Čermák 

1999). According to the official records, only 2.5% (254,147 people) of the Czech population in 

1992 left the place of their permanent residence over the past decade of 1992-2011. As such, with 

the notable exceptions of the above mentioned radical changes that took place in the border areas, 

the spatial distribution of traditional surnames in Czechia can be considered as being spatially 

stable. 



Given growing intensity of immigration from abroad (e.g. Drbohlav 2011), traditional 

surnames have been increasingly supplemented by foreign ones. Although the share of foreigners 

staying permanently in Czechia on a legal basis is still relatively low (around 0.5% in 2011), 

these groups are interesting for the present study because they often tend to be spatially 

concentrated. In Czechia this is the case for Vietnamese (55,585 of officially registered people in 

2011) with concentration in western and north-western border areas of the country, for Russian 

immigrants concentrated in a few enclaves such as Karlovy Vary, and to some extent also for the 

largest immigrant group from Ukraine (106,040 of legally staying immigrants in 2011) who tend 

to be more prevalent in areas with higher demands for labour (Novotný et al. 2007; Čermák and 

Janská 2011). 
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