Experimental
The WT-1 preadipocyte cell line (Tseng, 2004) was kindly provided to Dr J. B. Hansen by Dr. C. Ronald Kahn and was established by immortalisation of primary brown preadipocytes from newborn pups with simian virus 40 large T antigen. WT-1 cells were propagated and differentiated in DMEM supplemented with 10% FBS. For differentiation, 1 day postconfluent cells were treated with DMEM containing 10% FBS, 1 μM dexamethasone, 0.5 mM methylisobutylxanthine, 5 μg/ml insulin and 0.5 μM rosiglitazone. On days 2, 4 and 6, the cells were refed with DMEM containing 10% FBS supplemented with 5 μg/ml insulin and 0.5 μM rosiglitazone. At day 9, cells were treated with a combination of isoproterenol (100 nM) and 9-cis-retinoic acid (1µM) for 24 h. When included, indomethacin (1 µM) was added 2 h before isoproterenol and 9-cis retinoic acid treatment.
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