
S3 Table. Estimating the cost of sugar-sweetened beverage tax legislation 

Variable Value Source or Method of calculation 

Senate annual 
expenses 

23,596,000 Average of annual expenses 2010-2015 
Department of Senate Annual 
Reports[1] 

House of 
Representatives annual 
expenses 

25,800,000 Average of annual expenses 2010-
2015. Department of House of 
Representatives Annual Reports[2] 

Office of Parliamentary 
Counsel - legislation 
drafting and 
publication 

15,690,000 Office of Parliamentary Counsel 
Budgets[3]  

Annual 
parliamentarians’ 
salaries 

3,363,000 Number of hours spent on 
legislation/total working hours in a 
year = 18% times total 
parliamentarians salaries from Senate 
budget statements - resource 
statements Third Party Drawdowns on 
behalf of other departments[4]   

Total annual cost of 
running the 
parliamentary service 
(PS) 

65,086,000  Sum of variables above 

Total annual cost of 
policy advice related to 
new laws provided by 
government agencies 
to parliament (PA) 

39,443,000 $59,273,246 from Wilson et al [5] 
Converted to $AU 2010[6] 

No. bills passed  170 Average of number of bills passed by 
Senate [7]  

Regulatory impact 
statement (RIS) 

$440,000 Australian Government cost of RIS[8]  

Average cost of new 
legislation 

$1,090,000 Total costs= PS+PA+RIS/no. bills  
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