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Abstract

The decline in Japanese language skills due to the universalization of higher education is a
rising problem in Japan. In order to address the issue, Kawasaki College of Allied Health
Professions provides a written expression course in Japanese language as a first-year experience
initiative. In this course, proficiency-dependant class formation is employed based on the
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assessment of Japanese language skills upon school entry using a placement test. In 2010, a
collaborative teaching program between instructors in Japanese and nursing for lower class
students was launched in this course for the purpose of providing effective education. This new
program aims to improve basic academic ability in Japanese language as well as writing ability
by introducing the concept of developmental education.

Our findings suggest that collaborative teaching between instructors in Japanese and nursing
is effective for improving lower class students’ basic academic ability in Japanese language. The
teaching team recognized the positive relationship between Japanese language skills developed
though the program and various areas including specialized education and career education, and
actively implemented the program. Through this initiative, sufficient Japanese language skills of
lower class students for university education was nurtured.

Key words: first-year experience, improvement of basic academic ability, proficiency-dependant

class formation, collaborative teaching, developmental education
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