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Random Guessing in the Multiple-Choice Question Tests: Status in Quo
and Its Exclusion

Taiichi Saito, Yutaka Kasai, Seizaburo Arita* and Ikuo Nasu**

In the multiple-choice question (MCQ) examinees can answer by random guess-
ing. The examiner, however, can not point out which question was answered
by random guessing. Then, we asked to write the reason why the examinees
selected that answer code. In the correctly answered group more than half
examinees could not write the suitable reason. Moreover, some examinees who
selected wrong answer wrote the correct reason. There are much more answers
guessed randomly than expected by probability model. Therefore, the MCQ test
can not estimate the examinee’s knowledge properly. (Accepted on April 18, 1989)
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Table 2. Analysis of answer routes
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