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Abstract

Cases of academic misconduct have not only drawn significant attention in the scholarly
community but also surfaced as a discussion subject for the general public in recent years. This kind of
ethic issue awareness makes huge splash to a degree that never being seen before. Within these related
academic ethic contentions, self-plagiarism is one of the subject that has received significant amount
of concern but is still with great controversial point of view. Under the academic ethic guidelines
announced by Taiwan Ministry of Science and Technology, self-plagiarism and dual publication are
listed out as two particular violations to emphasize their importance but with room for judgment
within different academic research fields. Therefore, the main purpose of this study is to explore the
behavior of cognition, norm, and remedy on the self-plagiarism issue among journal editors within
social science fields of Taiwan. Content analysis of notes for contributors in 105 journals, and in-depth
interviews to the editors of 13 journals indexed by TSSCI were conducted to reveal how they identify
and type out self-plagiarism, followed by how they regulate self-plagiarism and remedy it once related
cases surfaced. This is a unique research of exploratory research on this hot issue that has not been
performed in Taiwan. Data revealed by this study provide insight information to the self-plagiarism
behavior and could be used to strength the current related academic ethic regulations.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Numerous incidents of academic misconduct
have recently ignited discussion, and the
consequences have been more severe than ever
before. In countries including the United States,
the United Kingdom, Australia, and Japan as well
as in countries belonging to the European Union,
competent authorities responsible for academic
research or research funding units have stipulated
various regulations on academic integrity.
Compared with regulations in other countries,
however, academic integrity regulations proposed
by the Ministry of Science and Technology,
Taiwan are particularly specific regarding the
definition and description of self-plagiarism in
academic articles. This phenomenon indicates that
self-plagiarism is relatively common in Taiwan
and must be properly addressed.

This study explored the academic integrity
regulations introduced by journals of the Taiwan
Social Sciences Citation Index (TSSCI). The
research team also examined journal editors’
awareness of self-plagiarism incidents among
authors and how they regulate, remedy, and
manage these incidents. In particular, this study
investigated academic integrity-related news
released by TSSCI journals, journal editors’

awareness of self-plagiarism by authors and

experience of managing this, and these editors’
experiences with and attitudes toward the

development of self-plagiarism regulations.

2. Methods

This study adopted a mixed-methods research
design and was conducted in two stages. In the
first stage, between February and June 2016, the
researchers collected news related to academic
integrity released by 105 TSSCI journals in 2015
and analyzed these data using content analysis. In
the second stage, between June and August 2016,
the research team performed semi-structured
in-depth interviews with 13 editors of eight
TSSCI journals to investigate the participants’
awareness of self-plagiarism incidents among
authors and experience of handling this along
with their opinions on regulation development.
Subsequently, the researchers transcribed the
voice recordings and analyzed the texts by using

grounded theory.

3. Results

3.1 Academic integrity regulations released by
TSSCI journals
The 105 TSSCI journals investigated all
mentioned problems regarding academic

integrity in their author guidelines, and 94 of

Note. To cite this article in APA format: Lin, W.-Y. C. (2019). Author self-plagiarism in academic arti-
cles: Perspectives from TSSCI journal editors. Journal of Library and Information Studies, 17(2),
35-70. doi: 10.6182/j1is.201912_17(2).035 [Text in Chinese].

To cite this article in Chicago format: Wen-Yau Cathy Lin. “Author self-plagiarism in academic
articles: Perspectives from TSSCI journal editors.” Journal of Library and Information Studies 17,
no. 2 (2019): 35-70. doi: 10.6182/jlis.201912_17(2).035 [Text in Chinese].
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them emphasized that articles must be original.
However, these journals had different regulations
on the submission of conference proceeding
papers. A total of 85 journals prohibited duplicate
submission, yet only eight journals stated detailed
penalties. Authorship guidelines and regulations
against copyright infringement were observed
in 93 journals, and 55 journals specified that
authors should take collective responsibility for
plagiarism, fraud, errors, and other problems in

their work.

3.2 Editors’ awareness of self-plagiarism

among authors

The interview participants overall defined self-
plagiarism in a similar way, yet their opinions
varied regarding the applicable scope of self-
plagiarism. Whether the author in question
intentionally engaged in self-plagiarism is the
key to determining whether self-plagiarism has
occurred. Some participants held that, because
self-plagiarism does not harm the essence
of knowledge, it should not be considered
a severe problem of academic misconduct,
whereas providing fraudulent data causes more
considerable harm. Conversely, some participants
claimed any misconduct violating trust among
academic communities is unacceptable. Most
participants accepted or even encouraged a
submission of a rewritten proceeding paper or
dissertation to a journal on the premise that the

paper or dissertation must be rewritten.

3.3 Editors’ experience of managing self-

plagiarism incidents

The size of an academic community and the

relationships between the community members
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can influence the frequency of academic
misconduct. Compared with other academic
community members, reviewers tend to be more
familiar with the fields of the articles they review
and are sensitive to self-plagiarism. Therefore,
behaviors that might involve academic misconduct
are most often discovered by reviewers.
Experienced assistant editors are also likely to be
among the first to detect self-plagiarism or other
types of misconduct. In addition, some instances

of self-plagiarism are reported by readers.

3.4 Editors’ experiences of and attitudes toward

developing regulations on self-plagiarism

The participants believed that matters relating
to self-plagiarism should be carefully managed
because self-plagiarism is a serious accusation.
Most interviewed editors stated that, although
rather lenient, regulations stipulated by the
Ministry of Science and Technology are reasonable
and applicable to all scientific fields with
sufficient flexibility. Only two of the participants
were familiar with the self-plagiarism regulations
promulgated by the Committee of Publication
Ethics, yet three participants were greatly
interested in learning about these regulations and
emphasized that their journals would consider
adopting the regulations. Nevertheless, journals
cannot actively penalize authors for misconduct
because they have no power to enforce the law
and can, at most, restrict the submission rights
of those who breach rules. To reduce academic
misconduct, the participants suggested that relevant
education for students should be reinforced because
insufficient education can form a vicious cycle of

academic misconduct.
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4. Suggestions

This study suggests that courses on research
methods and academic writing in universities
and graduate institutes reinforce discussions
on self-plagiarism, thereby increasing the
knowledge of self-plagiarism among students.
Academic integrity-related activities—held by
the Ministry of Science and Technology, the
Ministry of Education, and schools in Taiwan—
as well as library instruction programs should
clarify concepts of self-plagiarism, provide self-
citation guidelines, and provide instruction in
the use of plagiarism checker tools. Journal-
editing departments should add descriptions of
self-plagiarism to author guidelines, including
the definition and applicability scope, and should
administer consequential and specific penalties.
These measures can prevent authors from
unintentionally committing self-plagiarism as a
result of insufficient understanding or knowledge.
Furthermore, specific penalties can effectively

deter intentional misconduct.
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